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. Deſigned to remove ſome of the unhappy Pre. 
judices ariſing from hence, that have done - 


= 5 great Diſſervice to the Cauſe of Religion. | 3 
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1 
more fully, and conſidering the whole of 
what I have to offer, with Coolneſs and 
Deliberation. . 


When I firſt came among you, although 
Iwas ſoon convinced, that the Compoſitions 
were much under the real Value, yet I was 
unwilling to intimate any Deſign of an Al- 
teration, till I ſhould firſt have gained 
ſome Degree of Eſteem, by my Behaviour 
in my Office. In this I happily ſucceed- 
ed, and it was impoſſible for greater Re- 
card to be ſhewn by a Pariſh to their Mi- 
niſter, than what I for a conſiderable Time 
experienced from you. At length I took an 
| Occaſion, at one of your public Meetings, 
when all appeared to be Harmony, of in- 
troducing the Subject of your Tithes; and 
obſerved to you, that as the reſpective Sums 
they were compounded for, were ſo greatly 
below the true Value, I had no Doubt, but 
you would readily conſent to ſome Advance; 
and then offered to prove the Truth of what 
I had aſſerted by fair Reaſoning. But be- 
fore I could proceed, all was Clamour and 
Confuſion. The greateſt Part of you roſe 
up inſtantly, to declare you would ſubmit to 
a. 3 . 


. 
no Alteration; that if I were not con- 
tented with what my Predeceſſor had re- 
ceived, and what it was to be apprehended; 7 
was more than I was ſtrictly entitled to, I 
might ſeek my Remedy; you were ready to 
conteſt it with me.—One or two indeed more 
cool than the reſt, intimated, that it might 
not be improper to hear what I had to fay in 
my own Behalf, and after that they might 
ſtill come to what Reſolution they pleaſed— _ 
but the reſt of you declared you would hear 
nothing, what ſignified fine Speeches; you 
were ſatisfied you paid as much as you ought 
to pay, and ſo you prepared to leave the 


Room. I was fo aſtoniſhed at what had 


paſſed, not dreaming that my Propoſal could 
meet with ſo rough a Reception, that I ſoon 
- retired likewiſe, but it was under an Uneaſi- 
neſs and Agitation of Mind which I never 


| before had experienced. All my viſionary | 


Schemes of diſcharging my Duty as a faith- 
ful Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, and conducting 
thoſe that ſhould be intruſted to my Care into 
the true Path of Happineſs, were now at an 
End. I could fee nothing before me but 
Oppoſition and Diſappointment, a Life of 
conſtant I and U neaſineſs, and at the 
ob] Cloſe 
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1 6 + 
Cloſe thereof no chearing Proſpect of being | 
able to give up my Account with Joy. What 
was to be done? If I retracted what I had ſaid, 
and ſhewed a Willingneſs to let Things con- 
tinue as they were, it was to be feared, I 
could not regain your Favour: You would 
attribute my Forbearance to Timidity, and 
not to its real Cauſe, an earneſt Deſire of 


continuing in a Capacity of enn 8 —_ 
7579 7 Welfare. Ei ee 


In this arten, I kad Weit to a wor 
thy Gentleman in the Neighbourhood, of great 


Property, and unblemiſned Reputation, 


known to moſt of you, and highly revered 
for his Integrity and extenſive Knowledge. 


To him I opened my whole Mind, and ear- 


neſtly intreated his Advice under Circum- 


ſtances beyond Meaſure diſtreſſing to me: 


He aſked me, if I was well aſſured, that the 
Advance I had propoſed was fair and reaſon- | 


able? I anſwered, J had procured all the 


Information in my Power, and was tho- 


roughly ſatisfied that I was below the real 
Value in my Demand, which, indeed, was 
what I deſired; and begged Leave to lay my 
Papers before him for his Examination. 


He 


"£4 k 


He: very obligingly peruſed them with At- 
tention, aſſured me he thought my Terms 
were ſufficiently moderate, and that my. 
Pariſhioners would be very ſhort- ſighted 8 
| they did not readily accept them. But, if they | 
ſtood out, all that was left for me to do was 
to give Notice, that I would henceforward 
receive my Tithes in Kind; for that how- 
ever defirous I might be of Peace, I ought 
not to purchaſe it at the Expence of the 
Welfare of my F amily, and give up what 
Providence had allotted for their Subſiſtence, 
to the Clamours of unreaſonable Men. I 
followed my. Friend's Advice, and finding 
5 you fixed and reſolute, I declared my" Inten- 
tion of Gathering. This raiſed a general 
Indignation; it was inſinuated to me that 1 
ſhould ſoon repent of ſuch a raſh Step, and 
muſt not expect, if that ſhould be the Caſe, 
that you would readily come back to the old 
Compoſition. — I ſaid, I muft ſubmit to 
Things as they ſhould fall out, and fo Pre- 
paration was made on both Sides for a ge- 
neral Gathering. What followed you can 
eaſily recollect, and I, for my Part, can ne- 
ver forget. Several Meetin gs were held a- 
mong oe" in order to conſult how to ren- 
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der the Buſineſs as troubleſome to me as poſ- 
ſible. It was firſt agreed, that many of you 
"ſhould acquaint me, at one and the ſame 
Time, that I myſt ſend for my Tithes, 


This, in ſome Caſes, was almoſt impractica- 
ble; however, I went through this irkſome 
Employment with tolerable Compoſure and 
Firmneſs; at length, after the Experience 
of two Years, finding nothing of my Trou- 

ble ahating upon my Hands, and your Ran- 


cour and Malice rather increaſing, and hav- 


ing had a Propoſal from a neighbouring 
Farmer to hire the whole Tithes of the Pa- 


"Tiſh, upon the Terms I had offered to you in 


your ſeveral Compoſitions, by the Advice of 
my Friend I accepted the Offer, and now. 
concluded that all my Uneaſineſs would have 


an End. If any Concern remained with 


me, it was on the Tenant's Account, who, 


as I thought, had undertaken a Taſk of . 
more Difficulty than he was aware of. But 
after the Courſe of a few Months, I found 


myſelf moſt ſurpriſingly miſtaken in. the 
whole Matter: The Tenant entered into a 


| Compoſition with moſt of you upon higher 


Ter ms than thoſe which had been offered by 
me, and. r ſeemed to live in Harmony and 
| Sood- 


PPP TT œé111T . ͤͤ l = 


K 
Gcod-will with you all; and what increaſed = 
my Aſtoniſhmerit was, your Malevolence to- 
wards me did not at all ſubſide. You ſtill 
conſidered me as the Object of your Reſent. 
ment, and no Share of any Blame fell upon 
the Tenant. My Church, which I had hoped 
would now be frequented: again; is ſtill de- 
ſerted, and a general Diſregard to all the 
Duties of Religion, which began to ſhew 
itſelf ſoon after the unhappy Affair of the 
Tithes was firſt mentioned; increaſing daily, 
I have a Deſign, with the Leave of my Dio- 
ceſan, to remove to ſome diſtant Curacy, 
where I may diſcharge the Duties of my Office 
with more Satisfaction to myſelf, and better 
Hopes of doing Service to the Cauſe of Re- 
ligion ; and to place in my Stead ſome 
Man of Diſcretion and Prudence to whom 
you may more willingly attend: But be- 


fore 1 take this Step, I cannot ſatisfy my- 


ſelf, without putting into your Hands this 
following plain Addreſs, which, it may pleaſe 
God, may be the Means of compoſing our 
Differences, and render us once more happy 
in perfect Harmony and mutual Love. I am 
ſure ſo deſirable an Event cannot be withed for 
more ardently by * Paſtor than . S 
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| It has been often much lamented, that no 
Mode for the Maintenance of the Clergy leſs 
{liable to Ohjection than Tithes, could ever 


yet be found out, which might wholly pre- : TT 


vent all Ground for Diſpute, and render our 
' Labours more effectual; but, till this can be 
brought about, which the Legiſlature has 
lately ſhewn a great Defire of accompliſhing, 
is it not a melancholy Reflection, to find 
that fo few of you can be prevailed upon to 
_ conſider the Matter as it now ſtands with 
tolerable Temper; but perſuading yourſelves 
that the Payment of Tithes is altogether hard, 
if not unjuſt, you look upon your Miniſter, 
| who receives them, as deſervedly entitled to 
your e and Hatred „%% OTE | 


But muſt you not hb that your 
Farms were let to you under this Condition, 
and that you agreed for a certain Rent ac- 
cordingly, which would have been higher, if 
no ſuch Condition had been annexed to them; 
perhaps much higher in Proportion, than 
what the Sum you now pay to your Miniſter 
amounts to? This is a Circumſtance you 
hardly ever refle& upon ; and the great Mis- 
> fortune is, that the old Method of collecting 


= 


= Ln ] 
in kind, which was once general, being now 
unhappily for the moſt part diſuſed, you are 
left to ſettle your ſeveral Compoſitions with 
your Miniſter upon what Terms you and he 
can agree. It is from hence that the Griev- 
ance ariſeth; for as you are accuſtomed, 
in the Courſe of your Employments, to 
_ conſtant Traffick, in which your Endeavour 
is, to fell what you bring to the Market 
upon as advantageous Terms as you can pro- 
- cure, and to purchaſe what you have Occa- 
fion for, as eaſy as poſſi.le, you carry this 
Idea with you, when you go to compound 
with your Miniſter for the Tithes, without 
conſidering the Difference of the two Caſes. 
| What you purchaſe in the Market, it behoves 
you to buy with as much Prudence as poſ- 
| ible; but even here it is to be ſuppoſed, 
that the Perſons you deal with are com- 
petent Judges of the Value of what they 
ſell you; otherwiſe, if you find them un- 
knowing, and .you avail yourſelves of 


> their Ignorance, I can hardly ſay how you 


will be able to reconcile ſuch a Conduct 
to good Conſcience. And in Regard to 
; 1 Commodities nen, "JOY Erbe to the 


. 1 

Market for Sale, ſhould you happen on 
Purchaſers, either far leſs knowing than 
yourſelves, or who, conceiving an Opinion 


of your Honeſty, ſhewed a Willingneſs to 


give Credit to what you affirmed, could you 


be ſatisfied if you over-reached them in the 


Bargain. Now to conſider the Caſe of the 


T Tithes. When you hired your Farms, theſe 


were intruſted in your Hands to be con- 


| g veyed to your Minifter. You are perfectly 


well acquainted with their true Value, of _ 
which, probably, he is in a great Meaſure 

 ignorant.—You go to him to compound for 
them, that is, to purchaſe them of him at 
ſuch a Price as you and he can ſettle them at. 


But firſt you endeavour to ſift out, whether 


he has any Judgment in Country Affairs; if 
you find he has not, then you venture to 
ſink your Compoſition to the loweſt Terms 
imaginable. If he appea not an entire 
Novice, then you harangue upon the general 


| Topicks — of the Uncertainty of Crops — 


the Poorneſs of your Land—the great Ex- 


\ 


n 


Pences of Labour and Compoſt, &c. &c.— 
and, after that, you expreſs your Hopes, 


g that theſe Conſiderations will have their due 


\ Weight. If he fixes u _ a Sum beyond 
what 


pPoſu are willing to try, when you go to pay 
it to your Miniſter, whether he has the fame 


. 1 
wht at you expected, then you begin to bew 
great Warmth, declaring you will never 
conſent to ſo extravagant a Price, and per- 
| emptorily inſiſting that he ſhall collect his 
Tithe in Kind.—If this has no Effect, and 
you are forced upon this laſt Expedient, then 
your whole Reſource is to create him all the 
Trouble in your Power, that fo he may re- 
pent of his Raffneſs, and agree to your own 
Terms afterwards. And to this Purpoſe, | 
your Labourers and Servants are all inliſted 
on your Side, and encouraged to reproach | 
and inſult thoſe, that ſhall be hardy enough 
to undertake to aſſiſt in the Buſineſs of col- 
| lecting. And all this is done, to prevent your 
Miniſter from obtaining what is ſtrictly his 
Property, what was never your's, and what | 


was depoſited with you, as I obſerved, only. in 
Truſt 802 his Benefit. he 


„ 


suppoſing, inſtead of Tithes, a Sum of] . 
Money was lodged in your Hands for that 
Purpoſe. 'You know the exact Sum, but 


Knowledge likewiſe. If you can find he has 
1 then you will venture to withhold Part | 


of 


—— 
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ä 
of it; 1 at the ſame Time throw out 
Threats, that if he is not contented with 


what you lay him down, but ſhall preſume 
to call you to an Account by a Courſe of 


*. Law, you know ſeveral Methods of defeat- 


ing him, and ſhall not fail to make him 
dearly repent of his Preſumption. Could 
you be able to recancile ſuch a Proceeding ta 
common Juſtice ? Is there nat a very ſtrong 
| Reaſon therefore, why in the Caſe of Tithes 

you ſhould examine the Matter impartially, 

before you venture to proceed further, and 


not reſolutely perſiſt in what you may one 
Day ſo ſeverely repent of But here I muſt 


intreat not to be miſunderſtood — I do not 
N hereby to make our Cauſe the Cauſe of 
God, and to inſinuate, that He would ſtand 
[4% to vindicate his Miniſters in their unj juſt 
Claims; and will conſider all thoſe that op- 


.. 


3 ſuch, as ſetting themſelves up againſt 


[bis Authority—I ſhould abhor myſelf to be 


| thought capable of ſo vile a Suggeſtion—l. 


only wiſh to put Things upon the Foot of 

ſtrict and impartial Juſtice, and if you can- 

not defend your Conduct upon that Ground, 

! farely it behoves you, as you regard your o own. 

{Happineb, to alter it. hs . 
| But 


[ 15, 1 


But here ſome of you may probably be} me 
dlined to aſk, Is it not poſſible for the Miniſter 


to be · too exorbitant in his Demand? May he 
not 1 ate the Value of his Tithes much too 


high ? I grant he may, altho' I believe it is 


aS. Caſe that very rarely happens.—But then 1 
muſt obſerve, you cannot ſuffer any Injury 


| 


thereby ;—you always have it in your | 
Power to compel him to collect in Kind, and 


! 


by this Means no Wrong can be done to | 
either Party ; z and it has been ſaid, that = 


ſome conſcientious Farmers have requeſted 
their Miniſter to gather his Tithes, that no 
Doubt might ariſe of his being fully paid; 
but ſuch Inſtances are very uncommon. 
Tithes are ſeldom paid in Kind, but where 
there is a Diſagreement about the Sum to be 
fixed upon for the Value of the Compoſition: 
And here it is much to be lamented, that you 
can hardly ever be brought to acquieſce with 
Willingneſs, and act with Moderation and 
Temper. Now the Intereſt of our bleſſed 
Religion is hereLy ſo materially affected, that 


I ſhould be greatly wanting in my Duty, if BY 


I did not conſider this Point very fully. 1 


purpoſe, therefore, in the next Place, to ob- > 
ſerve to you, how ready Iu are to carry | 


your | 
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[your Prejudices againſt your Minitier nid 


the Cauſe of Religion itſelf. Surely nothing 
can be more unreaſonable. Suppoſing the 
j Caſe to be as your heated Imaginations re- 


preſent it, and that we were guilty of a very 


great Injuſtice, in not accepting the Terms 


4 you offer us, is the Goſpel therefore leſs true, 


or Religion leſs important? Does this exempt 
you from complying with God's Commands; 
or render you excuſable for neglecting jo! 
Worſhip on the Sabbath ? And yet many o 
you act as if you were perfectly clear in this 
Point. Oh, believe me, my Brethren, this 
is a moſt ſerious Affair; and it is Matter of 
Aſtoniſhment, that any ſuch Thought ſhould 
come into your Minds. Suppoſing that your 
| Miniſter were a Man of a profligate Life, 


which is certainly a much ſtronger Objection 


{than when you only differ with him about 
the Value of your Tithes, would this excuſe 
you from joining with him in Prayer! Hear 
how our pious Church guards you againſt 

this Error, even in the moſt ſolemn Act of 

f communicating in the Lord's Supper. For- 

7 * aſmuch (ſays the) in the 26th Art. of Re- 


4 


* ligion) as thoſe that miniſter, do it not in 


1 cc 12 own Names but by the Commiſſion 


by and 


| <td Kite ol "Chit, hs! Baer of 
« Chriſt's Ordinance is not taken away by 5 
eir Wicke neſs, ; flor the Grace of 54 | 
ce Ae receive the fame,” IF 2 bis Z 
much ſoever it is to be wiſhed that All thoſe | 
that give a juſt Occafion of Offence” in 
the Courſe f their | by 
Lives were removed, yet in the meari "Vine | 
you can be no Sufferers thereby, as lb the 


hHenefit you hope to receive comes from God. 
But the Miſchief does not end with Jour- 


| 
| 
1 
ſevves, your Families and T | 
draw from God's Hotiſe on the Sabbath under 
this Pretence; of which as you are the un- 
happy Occaſon, let me intreat you to con- 
ſider, whether you may not hereby have the 
complicated Load of their Guilt to anſwer | 
for, as well AS yqur own. © They: are entirely 
under your Direction; they would have no 
Thougfit of ſtaying away, did not you pre- 
Jjucdice them againſt their Miniſter, dy ſug- 
geſting, that nothing good can come from a 
Man, who is ſo unmerciful as to take away the 
very Subſtance of thoſe that labour hard for a 
Livelihood, and would ſee them periſh ina 
Prifon, if they did not contribute to ſupport 
£2 him 0 


0 
FT 
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him in Kleneſs and Luxury. I would cha- = 


_ ritably hope you are not aware of the dread- 
ful Conſequences attending ſuch a Proceed» 
ing. Certainly if the Practice of Religion 
is the only Foundation of all our. real Com- 
fort in this Life, and all our Hopes in the 
next, as it aſſuredly is, and you are the 
Means of depriving many of your poor un- 
thinking Neighbours of this bleſſed Reſouree, 
Foy do them an m irreparable lypry: 


But ck you interrupt me by "ORD if 


| Fach alarming Evils follow from this Diſſen- 


ſion between the Miniſter and his Pariſhioners, 


| why will not he, Who may be ſuppoſed to 15 


haue a deeper Inſight into theſe Conſequences | 
than ourſelves, endeavour to prevent them, by 


F ſhewing more Moder ation in his Compoſi- 
tions? i he is a truly good Man, why will he 


not part with ſomePortion of that unrighteous 
Mammon, which he teaches us ſo often in his 


| Sermons todeſpiſe, for the Sake of doing much 
real Service to the Souls of his enen ? 


Indeed, my Brethren, 1 am n verily per- 5 
ſuaded, that many of us do give up a large 
Part of our "ay. Demands gd * 

this 


ſition much below the real Value of the 


BR. LE 
this Conſideration. But we have Reaſon to 
complain that the Conceſſions we make, ſel- © 


dom anſwer the End propoſed by us. If you 
have prevailed with us to accept a Compo- 


I.” 


Tithes, you will never do us the Juſtice to 
ſuppoſe that our Forbearance is owing to a 
religious Motive, but either to a Defect in 
Judgment, or to downright Fear and Want 
of Courage to ſupport a Conteſt; and wre 
ſuffer in your Opinions, as inferior to you in 
the Management of worldly Affairs; nay, 
and it is well if you are not hereby led to 


ſuſpect even our Knowledge in our own Pro- 
feſſion. | | ww A L 


But muſt we enot think it hand; after a very 
conſiderable Sum has been expended ay 
our Educations, in order to qualify us for che 
Miniſtry, a Sum, which otherwiſe diſpoſed 
of, might have procured us early a very com- 
fortable Settlement, and we at length (per- 
haps late in Life) ſucceed to ſome Benefice, | 
the whole Income of which will afford very 
little more than a bare Subſiſtence, we muſt. 
be contented to make a Sacrifice of Part, if 
ue either wiſh to anſwer the Ends of our In- 
Kitation, or to en oP the Remainder | in Peace. 
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But ſome of you, perhaps, may be ſo little 
inclined to pay Regard to any Hardſhips we 
complain of, that you rather wiſh the whole 
Proviſion allotted for the Maintenance of the 
Clergy were withdrawn, and the Order. at 
once fuppreſs'd—for what Harm, ſay you, 


would hence ariſe to Society? Might not 


© 


every Man be a Prieſt to his own Family, 
and ſerve God in the Wor of his own * 
* 


, If you fatter yourſelves, that by the Sup- - 


; preſſion of Tithes, you that complain now ſo 
loudly of the Hardſhip of paying them, 
| would be Gainers, you are greatly deceived. 
As they would revert to the Crown, a large 
Portion of them probably would be pur- 
chaſed by the Owners of the Lands from 
which they ariſe, and many would be granted 


as Rewards to the Dependants upon the 


5 
4 
* 

t 


5 


Court. In no Caſe would you be benefited | 
by the On: * them. | 


But let me aſk you a ſeriouſly, Would you 
with: to have all our Churches at once ſhut 
up, and no publick Obſervation of the Sab- 


bah Is tag: ues the e bad as the 
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| World at preſent is, it would be infinitely 
worſe ; and Men under no Senſe of Religion 

5 would ſoon become the Peſts: of Society, and 
the Terror of even the Magiſtrates them, 
ſelves—but the Idea is * e to r 
eren a Thought. 


"Oran among you, " are more Dy 
rate, may imagine, that as Tithes taken in 
Eind to their full Value, would be a great 

Diſcouragement to Agriculture in general, it 
would be better that they ſhould be fixed at 
ſome low Compoſition, which neither In- 
ciumbent nor Farmer ſhould have a Power of 
altering ; and thus all Poſſibility of a Diſpute 
would at once be removed, —It is true, in- 
deed, ſay you, the Proviſion for the Clergy 
would hereby be leſſened, but what Neceſ- 
ſity 1 is there for maintaining them i in the Rank 
they now hold? What Neceſlity for edu- 
cating them at the Univerſities? Men with- 
out any great Stock of Learning might very 
well perform the common Offices of religious 
Worſhip—the Apoſtles were Men of no 

Education would we with, to have Inſtruc- | 

| tors wiſer than they But ſurely you cannot 
NS! to be infor: ed, that the Apoſtles were 
1 pired 


/ 


\ inſpired f from Heaven, and that the Doctrines 
| they delivered they received immediately from 
; the Bleſſed Spirit of God; that when they 
. went forth to teach ſtrange Nations, their 
Defect in Languages was ſupplied by the mi- 
| raculous Gift of Tongues, ſo that they were 
fully enabled, without Education, to perform 
| the great Work intruſted to their Charge. 
But is the Caſe the fame now? Were not the 
| Do&rines taught by theſe Men committed to 
Writin g. and delivered down to us in the Lan- 
guage in which they were firſt penn d? — and 
can they be ſatisfactorily expounded without 
a competent Skill in that Language? — and 
| can ſuch a Skill be acquired without an early 
Application? So that you muſt at once ac- 
knowledge the Neceſſity for our betaking our- 
| ſelves betimes to ſuch Studies, as may qua- 
' lify us to become, what you would wiſh us to 
be, able Expoſitors of thoſe Truths, that can 
| alone make us wiſe to Salvation. But are 
| not the Scriptures, you fay, tranſlated into | 
our own Language? It is true, they are; 
| but ſtill you muſt be ſenſible there are many 
| Things in them you cannot underſtand with» 
out an Interpreter; and who fo proper to un- 
E dertake the Taſk of interpreting, as N Wo 


are 


nnr 


1 


are well acquainted with the original Lan- } ; 


guage, and converſant in the Cuſtoms and 


Manners. of the Times when the bleſſed 


Goſpel was firſt promulged ? ? No Man. cer- 

tainly, without theſe Advantages, ought to 
think of taking upon himſelf the Office of the 
| Miniftry ; nor can I be perſuaded that you 


ö 


yourſelves would ſubmit to be inſtructed by 


Teachers without Learning, 3 m Points of ſuch | 
, infinite I mportance, that ſo nearly. concern | 
your TOE Happineſs. VVV 


Put to return Fro this Di 8 * to 
go on with my Endeavours to reconcile you 


to the Payment of your Tithes with Temper 


and Chearfulneſs. I am well aware that there 
are many Cirumſtances frequently concurring, 


which tend to bias and pervert your Judg- 


ments; in the firſt. Place. perhaps you eſti- 
mated your Tithes at ſuch particular Sums, 


when you entered upon your Farms, the Sum 
probably that was paid to the former Incum- 


bent, and you cannot bear to be ; diſappointed. 


| | Perhaps again a Fe armer in the next Pariſn 


boaſts that he has agreed with bis Rector, 


upon Terms much lower than what you offer, 


5 and this fires Tu: with Indgnation ag Kr 
| "OM your 


r 


1 24. 
four own. unreaſonable Miniſter, more par- 
ticularly as it carries a' Sort of Reflection 
upon yourſelf, as if you knew not how to 
make as advantageous a Bargain as your 
| Neighbour. 'But what above all Things, 
ö e contributes to fo pport you in your 


are. Vo catch wih Greedineſs at every - 
Uittle Tale that Scandal can invent of theſe 
your ſpiritual Oppreſſors, and give Credit to 
them all; and then go away with a full Per- 
fuaſion that you do well to keep up a Re- 


| fentment againſt Men'who are fallen under 


| fo univerſal 4 Cenfure. And thus you con- 
firm each other in 4 ſettled Enmity. But 

; you 7 muſt have ſeen very little of the World, 
not o Have obferved,” that Party Warmth 

and gbd Fellowſhip: have ſometimes been 

; \ known to fupp port Men in the worſt of Cauſes, 

| which afterwards, when they have returned 
to theit Serifes, has created the foreſt Pangs 
of Uncalinels and Diſtrefs. Surely i it muſt 


give very little Satisfaction to any of us, to 

find that our Conduct ſtands approved by 

| Companions as pre judiced as ourſelyes ;—the 

true Teſt i is, if it ftands * by our own. 
= 4. Conſeiences 


— ä 


Conſciences in * Hour of cool Reflection 1 
and we can entertain good Hopes, that it will 
receive the Approbation likewiſe of him to 
whom we muſt all be accountable at the final 
Day of Judgment. | : 


And indeed it is upon a Suppoſition that | 
you have a real Deſire of approving your- | 
{elves to God in all your Actions, that I am | 
now reaſoning with you—otherwiſe Argu-| 
ments drawn from religious Motives would | 
be to no Purpoſe ;—but it ſufficiently appears | 
that you are not deſtitute of a Senſe of your | 
Duty, by reſorting, as ſome of you do, to 
ſome neighbouring Church on the Sunday; 1 
for this ſhews a Deſire in you to do what you 
think will be acceptable to God ;—but the } 
unhappy Reaſon you give for not performing 
your Devotions in the Place appointed in | 
your own Pariſh, viz. Becauſe the Sight of 
your Enemy there diſables you, has ſuch a 
natural T endency to deſtroy the good Effects | 
of your Prayers in any Place, that I cannot | 
excuſe myſelf from ſaying a few Words upon | | 
this Point, before we proceed further. Our | 
bleſſed Saviour has told us, that if in preparing 
to an any Act of religious Homage, we 
'D recollect 


* — 


_— * 
1 — 


E 
recollect that we are at Variance with our 
Brother, we muſt deſiſt till we are firſt re- 
conciled to him. It makes no Difference, 


ö whether the Object of our Reſentment is 


under the ſame Roof with us, or removed to 
a Diſtance. It is the Continuance of our En- 


mity, that diſqualifies us. But I am aware 


that in the prefent Caſe you profeſs to be at 
Eaſe, becauſe the Fault you ſay reſts wholly 
with your Miniſter, and you yourſelves are 
blameleſs. Let me aſk you then — Have you 
made Overtures of Reconciliation to him 
and has he on his Side haughtily rejected 
them No, reply you, what Room for 
Overtures of Reconciliation, whilſt he con- 


tinues his ſhameful Oppreſſions in the Col- 


lection of our Tithes ? Here then is the fixed 
Grievance. But as I would hope, that what 
J have now been laying before you, may have 


an happy Tendency towards removing this 


Obſtacle to Peace, I ſhall dwell no longer 
upon the Subject, but haſten to mention ſome 
of the many Advantages that ſuch a perfect 


Harmony as I am now recommending will al- 


yay be attended with, and then conclude. 


We obferved how much the lower Claſs of 
People in all 3 Villages are under the 
 DireQion 


* 


[91 
Direction af: you that are the principal 


Farmers; and it muſt be ſo, becauſe they de- 


pend upon you for their Subſiſtence. Now 


how eaſy is it for you to enforce their At- 


tendance upon God's Worſhip on the Sab- 
bath, if you truly and ſincerely defired it? 
This Point being once gained, which 1 


conſider as the neceſſary leading Step to all 


Goodneſs, no Doubt your Miniſter will 


chearfully do his Part, in informing them 


upon what Account they are exhortgd to go 
thither; what is the Duty required of them 


when they: are aſſembled; and what the happy 


Benefits ariſing from a regular and conſtant | 
Attendance. In this Manner, that which 


appeared to them an unpleaſing Taſk, and 


which they performed only in Compliance 


with your Injunction, will become delightful, 
as they will be more and more convinced, 
that ſerving God, and leading good Lives 


here, i is the effeCtual Method of an e 8 


pr hereafter, 


1 cannot forbear oben; that you your; 
| ſelves will reap much Advantage from hence, | 


in a temporal Conſideration ; for if thoſe that 


* n by: you are once brought to act 
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[7 28. 1: 
4 wind a Senſe of Religion, hip will not 4. 
fraud you for their own Sakes. A Man, who 
is really perſuaded of the Dreadfulneſs of 
| God's Diſpleaſure, will not deliberately do an 
Act of Wickedneſs, if he could gain the 
whole World by it; for he would ſay, what 
Profit would that be to me, if I am thereby 
deſtroying my own Soul? Whereas if your 
- Servants and Dependants are void of all true 
Religion, as they certainly will, if the Wor- 
ſhip of. God is totally neglected by them on 
the Sabbath, you can have no Confidence in 
their Service. The Dread of Puniſhment 
alone will be found a very inſufficient Re- 
ſtraint, as ſuch a Variety of Inſtances will 
; occur, in which 1 it cannot e affect them. 
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But 1 mention this Comnfillcrarian only as 
an inferior Motive; doubtlefs you remember 
who has told us, that they that turn many 
to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the Stars 1 in 
the Firmament for Glory. 
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den en 25 lay before you all the 
happy Effects that would follow, where there 
is a perfect Harmony between the Miniſter 
and his Pariſhioners; they are certainly more 


"top 4 1 

15 than c can well be imagined, where both Sides BY 
| unite in promoting the general Good. For, i in 
that Caſe, as you, by informing your Miniſter 0 
of the Diſpoſitions of thoſe among the Poor, 
with whom you are more immediately con- 
nected, will enable him to apply with the | 

moſt Succeſs, ſuiting his Arguments to their 
Capacities ; ſo he, on the other Hand, per- 
cieiving the happy Fruits of his Endeavours; 

. will go on with Chearfulneſs, and take Plea- 
X ſure in perſiſting; by which Means the whole 2 
Pariſh will receive Benefit. 1 | 


1 Wage 1 to ſpeak of nn 
of a lower Kind, which will ariſe in a Pariſh 
where this Harmony prevails. Your Miniſter, 
by a little Knowledge in the Laws, may be 
able to prevent Inconveniencies, that ſome- 
times follow from the Unſkilfulneſs of thoſe 
who are intruſted with the Management of 
the Poor ;—he may aſſiſt you in the public 
Tranſactions of the Pariſh ;—he may | be able 
to aſſiſt you likewiſe by his Advice in your 
private Affairs; all which, be aſſured, he 
will moſt chearfully do, whenever he ſhall 
have Reaſon to know that ſuch Services will 35 
5 acceptable: but Conſiderations of this 
N e I Nature 


po 


IL 30. . 

Nature it may be more proper to leave to 

your own private Reflections. I ſhall only 
hint at one or two more private Motives, that 
contern you as Individuals, and which de- 

ſerve your Attention: Conſider, in the firſt 
Place, that by ſuch an entire Harmony and 
g perfect Agreement as I am here recommend- 
ing, you will at once be freed from a Load 
of Uneaſineſs, that now ſits heavy u pon your 
Minds. Let us pretend as we will, whilſt 
we have the F eclings of Men, a long con- 
tinued Conteſt will be irkſome and torment- 
ing, eſpecially where daily Occaſions preſent 
themſelves of reminding us of our Quarrel. 
Under ſuch an Habit of perpetual Vexation, 
the Mind can never reſt in any ſettled State 
of perfect Tranguillicy. | 
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But ſuppoſe that by a natural F "ks of 
Health and good Spirits, no great Impreſſion 
is made upon the Peace of your Minds at 
Preſent, yet can you have any Aſſurance that 
it wall always be ſo? May not Misfortunes 
of various Kinds aſſault and depreſs you ?— 
Do not you lie open at all Times to the un- 
avoidable Evils of Life? And whenever theſes 
eme, vin you not, think Je, wiſh for the 
* 


— 


Tar 


Advice Wy Aſfiſtance of FEES true Friend ? 8 i 
And might not your Miniſter, who is bound | 
by his Office to do all the Good in his Power, 
have been fuch a one, if you had ſhewn a þ 
Willingneſs for retaining his ons 1 


. 
bee dnl Suppoſe you- ſhagda"be \ 
attacked by dangerous IIIneſs, as undoubtedly | 
will one Day be the Cafe, will you not almoſt | 

immediately be deſirous of the Aſſiſtance of 
a ſpiritual Guide (for 1 am ſtill addreſſing 


myſelf to you as ſerious Chriſtians) and is it 


not to be feared, that your Averſion to him, 
with whom you have had ſo long a Conteſt, | 
being too deeply rooted, to give Leave that 
he ſhould be brought to you, you will be Fe 
prompted to defire that ſome other may be 
applied to : But that other in the very firſt 
Inſtance will preſs you to be reconciled to 
your own Paſtor, aſſuring you that you can 
have no Hopes of the Almighty's Favour 
without it. But you. may find it very diffi- 
cult to comply with this injunction, after 
you have lived fo many Years in a ſettled 
Averſion ; and yet being convinced how ha- 
zardous it will be to depart without com- 
| plying, you will feel a Torment almoſt to 
1 Fore iſtraction. 
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„ PALE Conſideration then, that ought = _ 

to influence cool and diſpaſſionate Chriſtians; < - 

| weigh with Care and Attention what I have — 
| now been laying before you, and if it ſhal!¾ 
appear that this unhappy Conteſt about 
6 8 the Payment of Tithes, has no Foundation in — 1 
=_ Reaſon or uſtice e 5 d at the fame Time does = 
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vailed: upon to ANNA an End to it intent, and 
dio declare yourſelves at Peace. e = 


+, "That all Animoſities may henceforth ceaſe Fo 
e > among us, is the ſincere Wiſh of 55 
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